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EXTENT OF COURSE:

The Symbolics course at Immanuel Lutheran Seminary extends over four semesters during two consecutive years.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Symbolics I - Creeds, Augsburg Confession, Apology (2 credit hours/2 semesters)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Symbolics II - Smalcald Articles, Formula of Concord (2 credit hours/2 semesters)
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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

The study of confessional writings found in the symbolic books of the Lutheran Church, i.e. the Book of Concord.

The Symbolics course will examine the spread of the Gospel and resultant growth of the Holy Christian Church from post-Apostolic times to the present.  The students will observe how Satan, the world, and the sinful flesh repeatedly mount a fierce opposition to Christ and His people.

Particular attention will be given to the opposition launched by false teachers and the corresponding defense established by the Church.  This defense will be seen in creedal and confessional documents formulated by men on the basis of Holy Scripture.  

The creeds and confessions, which will be examined in depth, are the following:

· The Ecumenical Creeds

· The Augsburg Confession

· The Apology to the Augsburg Confession

· The Smalcald Articles

· The Formula of Concord
[image: image3.png]



THE  PURPOSE OF THE COURSE



It is the purpose of this course:

· To familiarize the student with the confessions of the Lutheran Church as found in the Book of Concord.

· To help the student to test the confessions with the Word of God and thus to make these symbols his own.  In this way he will be prepared to make a quia subscription to the Book of Concord before the congregation to which he is called.  
· To guide the student to a recognition of and appreciation for the gracious working of God in the history of the world, as He raises up and guides men to be tools in the ongoing battle with the forces of sin.  
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THE TEXTS


The textbooks that will be used in this course:

· The Book of Concord

· The Historical Introduction to the Book of Concord, F. Bente

· The Holy Bible
[image: image5.png]



THE ASSIGNMENTS

The following assignments will be completed by each full-time student:

· The reading of the complete symbol currently under study.

· The reading of the portion of Bente’s Historical Introduction which pertains to the symbol currently under study.

· A term paper relating to the concurrent symbol under study.

· Expectations for individual assignments are included when assigned.
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