Old Testament Exegesis
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EXTENT OF COURSE:

Year One (3 credit hours/semester/2 semesters):

Genesis

Year Two (3 credit hours/semester/2 semesters):

Psalms

Year Three (3 credit hours/semester/2 semesters):

Isaiah
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DEFINITION OF EXEGESIS:

Exegesis is an in depth study of Holy Scripture in its original languages (Greek and Hebrew).

The word itself indicates a "leading out."  In the context of God's Word, it implies a "leading out" from Scripture all that is contained therein.  (The opposite is a "reading into" Scripture what is in contained in the mind of the reader: "eisegesis.")
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PREREQUISITES FOR EXEGESIS

"The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding."  (Prov.9:10)

True scriptural exegesis requires the following prerequisites:


1. 
Faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of God and only Savior of the world past, present, and future.

2. 
Confidence that the Bible is in all its parts the verbally inspired Word of God.

3. 
A working knowledge of Greek and Hebrew.

4. 
A knowledge of hermeneutical principles.
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THE COURSE

The students will be taught to examine the original words of the text as to their morphology, grammar, syntax, use in both immediate and remote contexts.  (In the isagogical courses they will be taught the historical setting of the text.)

In addition to independent exegetical work, the students are asked to do several in depth word studies and homiletical studies of certain texts.


Genesis

In the "Genesis phase" of the course the students will exegetically examine the creation, the fall into sin, the promise of salvation, the events that precipitated the Flood, and the covenant with Abraham.  (Gen.1,2,3,6,12, and others as time permits)

They will be made aware of the overriding importance of the Abrahamic Covenant.  (The promise of the Savior, contained therein, governed all the acts of God throughout the Old Testament period.  The passage of times and events was aimed at reaching that moment, which the Apostle Paul calls, "the fulness of time" [Gal.4:4]).  In the process they will learn the relationship between the Abrahamic Covenant, the Sinaitic (Old) Covenant, and the New Covenant. 

Psalms

In the "Psalms phase" of the course the students will be taught the nature of Hebrew poetry and the role of poetry in the worship life of the children of Israel.

They will exegetically examine selected Psalms, especially those which are Messianic.  (Ps.1,2,8,16,23,32, and others as time permits)


Isaiah

In the "Isaiah phase" of the course the students will be exposed to the prophetic writing of the Old Testament.  They will learn to interpret prophecy in the light of the Abrahamic Covenant, thereby seeing that many prophetic utterances regarding Israel apply to the coming of Christ and the creation of the New Testament Church.  The exegetical process will teach them that such prophecies, while understood by many to be physical and temporal, are in reality spiritual and eternal.

The entire book of Isaiah will be examined, but only certain chapters will be dealt with exegetically, particularly the Messianic prophecies of the second half of Isaiah.  (Is.1; 12; 28:9-13; 30:18-19; 35:3-4; 40; 42; 52:13-53:12; and others as time permits)
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THE TOOLS OF EXEGESIS



In the process of doing their exegesis, the students will learn to make use of the following tools:

1. 
The Hebrew Bible (the Stuttgartensia text)

2. 
A Hebrew lexicon

3. 
Gesenius-Tregelles – recommended

a. 
Brown-Driver-Briggs
b.  
Koehler-Baumgartner 

4. 
A Hebrew grammar

a. 
Joüon

b. 
Gesenius

c. 
Weingreen


5. 
Commentaries

a. 
Genesis: Leupold

b. 
Psalms: Leupold

c. 
Isaiah: Pieper; Young
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